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WINE COUNTRY OF THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST (http://www.
winesnw.com/rogue.html), mentions
Applegate Valley as the smallest of
Rogue Valley’s sub regions. They state
that Applegate Valley is ‘‘drier and
warmer than the Illinois Valley
subregion to its west, yet not as warm
and dry as Bear Creek Valley to the
east.’’

With respect to concerns about
breaking up the Rogue Valley, as
previously stated, Rogue Valley AVA
encompasses Applegate Valley. In
accordance with ATF regulations, an
overlapping area is entitled to more than
one viticultural designation. Wine that
meets the criteria described in 27 CFR
4.25a(e)(4), may be labeled with Rogue
Valley or Applegate Valley or with both
viticultural areas as the appellation(s) of
origin. Therefore, ATF does not view
this as a fragmentation of the existing
Rogue Valley, but as an option for
wineries to provide consumers with
more specific information about the
origin of the wine.

Moreover, to the extent certain
commentors opposed the establishment
of the Applegate Valley AVA on the
basis that the wine made from grapes
produced in that area is not distinct or
that the establishment of the Applegate
Valley AVA will present an adverse
financial impact on the area, these
concerns are not criteria for denying a
petition to establish an AVA under 27
CFR 4.27a(e)(2). Moreover, approval of
an AVA does not, in any manner,
constitute the endorsement of a
particular wine. Rather, any benefit
derived from the use of a viticultural
area name is the result of the
proprietor’s own efforts and consumer
acceptance of wines from a particular
area.

Boundary

The boundaries of the Applegate
Valley viticultural area may be found on
one U.S.G.S. map titled ‘‘Medford,
Oregon; California’’ (NK 10–5) scale
1:250,000 (1955, revised 1976). The
boundaries are described in § 9.165.

Executive Order 12866

It has been determined that this
regulation is not a significant regulatory
action as defined in Executive Order
12866. Accordingly, this final rule is not
subject to the analysis required by this
Executive Order.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

It is hereby certified that this
regulation will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. Any benefit
derived from the use of a viticultural

area name is the result of the
proprietor’s own efforts and consumer
acceptance of wines from a particular
area. No new requirements are imposed.
Accordingly, a regulatory flexibility
analysis is not required.

Paperwork Reduction Act

The provisions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C.
3507(j)) and its implementing
regulations, 5 CFR part 1320, do not
apply to this final rule because no
requirement to collect information is
imposed.

Drafting Information

The principal author of this document
is Tim DeVanney, Regulations Division,
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms.

List of Subjects in 27 CFR Part 9

Administrative practices and
procedures, Consumer protection,
Viticultural areas, Wine.

Authority and Issuance

Title 27, Code of Federal Regulations,
part 9, American Viticultural Areas, is
amended as follows:

PART 9ÐAMERICAN VITICULTURAL
AREAS

Paragraph 1. The authority citation
for part 9 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 27 U.S.C. 205.
Par. 2. In subpart C is amended by

adding § 9.165 to read as follows:

Subpart CÐApproved American
Viticultural Areas

* * * * *

§ 9.165 Applegate Valley.
(a) Name. The name of the viticultural

area described in this section is
‘‘Applegate Valley.’’

(b) Approved maps. The appropriate
map for determining the boundaries of
the Applegate Valley viticultural area is
one U.S.G.S. map titled ‘‘Medford,
Oregon; California’’ (NK 10–5) scale
1:250,000 (1955, revised 1976).

(c) Boundaries. The Applegate Valley
viticultural area is located in the State
of Oregon within Jackson and Josephine
Counties, and entirely within the
existing Rogue Valley viticultural area.
The boundaries are as follows:

(1) Beginning at the confluence of the
Applegate River with the Rogue River
approximately 5 miles west of Grants
Pass, the boundary proceeds due west to
the boundary of the Siskiyou National
Forest north of Dutcher Creek;

(2) Then in a straight line in a
southerly and westerly direction along

the boundary of the Siskiyou National
Forest to Highway 199;

(3) Then in a straight line easterly to
the peak of Roundtop Mountain (4693
feet);

(4) Then in a straight line easterly and
southerly to the peak of Mungers Butte;

(5) Then in a straight line southerly
and westerly to Holcomb Peak;

(6) Then in a generally southeasterly
direction along the eastern boundary of
the Siskiyou National Forest until it
joins the northern boundary of the
Rogue River National Forest;

(7) Then easterly along the northern
boundary of the Rogue River National
forest to a point due south of the peak
of Bald Mountain;

(8) Then due north to the peak of Bald
Mountain (5635 feet);

(9) Then in a straight-line northerly
and westerly to the lookout tower on
Anderson Butte;

(10) Then in a straight line northerly
and westerly to the peak of an unnamed
mountain with an elevation of 3181 feet;

(11) Then in a straight line northerly
and westerly to the peak of Timber
Mountain;

(12) Then in a straight line westerly
and southerly to the middle peak of
Billy Mountain;

(13) Then, northerly and westerly by
straight lines connecting a series of five
unnamed peaks with elevations of
approximately 3600, 4000, 3800, 3400,
and 3800 feet, respectively;

(14) Then in a straight line northerly
and easterly to Grants Pass Peak;

(15) Then in a straight line westerly
to Jerome Prairie;

(16) Then in a straight line
northwesterly to the confluence of the
Applegate River and the Rogue River
and the point of the beginning.

Dated: October 16, 2000.

Bradley A. Buckles,

Director.

Approved: November 1, 2000.

John P. Simpson,

Deputy Assistant Secretary (Regulatory, Tariff
and Trade Enforcement).
[FR Doc. 00–31595 Filed 12–13–00; 8:45 am]
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