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Director, Regulations and Ruling Division

Alchohol and Tabacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)

Attn: Notice No. 55

P.O. Box 14412 
Washington, DC 20044-4412

January 19, 2006

Dear Director of the Regulations and Ruling Division:

I am addressing this letter in response to a public comment inquiry recently announced regarding the proposed “Saddleback Viticulture Area”.  I would like to primarily point out the importance of this proposal due to the agronomic uniqueness of the area with regard to viticultural production relative to other areas throughout California.  The entire area encompasses 2,090 acres, which are unique in latitude or location, topography, temperature, soils, and elevation. 

The Saddle Rock-Malibu area is located near 34o N latitude, and in a high elevation coastal region.  This particular location contains climatic conditions that are milder (warmer at night) in with respect to inland agricultural production regions.  Within the immediate production area the Malibu-Saddle Rock area is distinct in soil type and accumulated growing degree-days.  This viticultural production area could be defined as being “unique and distinct” with respect to these climatic parameters in relation to other production areas further inland.

I support the proposed “Saddle-Rock Malibu” viticultural area.

Sincerely,
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