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Ura e Cs
New Engl and Conveni ence Store

Associ ati ari

Cct ober 6, 2003

WIlliamH Foster, Chief

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

RE: OTTB Notice No. 4
Dear Chief Foster:

On behal f of the New Engl and Conveni ence Store Associ ation (NECSA),
| amwiting to express our support for the proposed rule issued by the
Tax and Trade Bureau in TTB Notice No. 4 of March 2003.

The proposed rule retains the historical Federal interpretation of what
constitutes a beer or other malt beverage. It requires that no nore
than 0.5% of the al cohol content of flavored nalt beverages be

derived fromdistilled alcohol in order to be classified as beer.

By clarifying that any product sold and nmarketed as a nmalt beverage
nmust be made by traditional brew ng processes, the proposed standard
provi des states and the marketplace wi th guidance on how to classify
products. This standard will ensure that an al cohol product will not be
sold as a beer in one state and a distilled spirit in another.

For these reason, we urge the final adoption of the"0.5% standard in
the near future.

Si ncerely,

Cat herine Fl aherty, CAE
Executive Director
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