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Governord

Sept enber 3, 2003

M. WIIliam Foster

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091- 0221

Attention: ONotice 4
Dear M. Foster

OAs Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, | amwiting to express ny support for

the United States Treasury Departnent Division of Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau’s
(TTB) proposed rul enaking for flavored nalt beverages (200 1R-136P). | concur with and
endorse the Virginia Al cohol Beverage Control Board' s support of the 0.5% al cohol by vol une
standard proposed by the | TB.

OAdoption of the newrule is inportant on several fronts. | strongly believe that the TTB ‘s
proposed action will provide clarification of the federal al cohol beverage categories, thereby
continuing to facilitate the maintenance of an orderly marketplace; it will elimnate consuner
confusion; and, it will help sustain the |ong-term devel opnent of the product category.
Furthernmore, the new standard will ensure that all al cohol beverage products will be consistent
with state tax, license, and distribution |aws allow ng whol esalers and retailers to continue to
distribute, sell and market flavored nalt beverages as they do today.

OFinally, while there are sonme who have concerns regarding the ability of manufacturers to

produce flavored nalt beverage products in accordance with the new proposal, manufacturers

have al ready denonstrated the expertise and technical ability necessary to brew these products

under the new federal standard. Flavored malt beverage products will continue to be available to

whol esalers and retailers in all states with no interruption and no discernable taste differences for
CONSuners.

OThank you for this opportunity to share my viewpoint on this inportant issue. Should you
require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact nmy office.

Si ncerely,
Mark R \Arner
O
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