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2730 NORTHWEST 31st AVENUE
PORTLAND, OREGON 97210
MACTARNAHAN S

BREW NG

PH 503. 226. 7623

FX 503. 226. 2702

Sept enber 8, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Re: OTTB Notice No. 4

Portl and Brew ng Company supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the TTB

that outlines the al cohol content requirenents for flavored malt beverages to be classified
as beer. Specifically, the TTh proposes that for and FMB to be classified as beer, it's

al cohol content fromdistilled al cohol cannot exceed 0.5 %

These products in their present formdo not fit the description of beer in any way. |
believe it’s inportant to nmaintain the distinction between beer and spirits.

Beer is a product of fernmentation. The process of concentrating al cohol by distillation is
not a part of beer production.

The mi scl assification of these products has cost this state a good deal of revenue at a tine
when noney is short. The sooner this is corrected the better.

Portl and Brew ng Company encourages the TTB to give final approval to the proposed
0.5 % standard on FVB' s

Si ncerely,

Frederick L. Bowran
Pr esi dent

UOA PORTLAND BREW NG COMPANY



