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JENNI NGS[I
DI STRI BUTI NG

Sept enmber 10, 2003

Attn: Trade and Tax Bureau Notice #4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
POBox 502210

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

ooo

ODear Sir or Madam O

Jennings Distributing strongly supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the
Trade and Tax Bureau (TTB) that outlines the alcohol content requirenments for flavored

malt beverages (FMB), to be classified as beer. W agree with the proposed TTB
classification limting FMB's to 0.5% al cohol content fromdistilled al cohol Cearly
defining the differences will continue to appropriately differentiate beer (malt beverages)
fromdistilled spirits

The TTB proposal at 0.5%is consistent with historical distinctions defining malt
beverages and the integrity of the brewi ng process. The distinct regulatory treatnment of
beer is based on its historical production process, and its definition in the Internal
Revenue Code dating back to the 1800's

Consi stent regulatory policy is iinportant in maintaining an orderly business environment
and avoi ding costly and confusing disruptions in licensing, taxation, and distribution.O
Any of these disruptions would adversely affect ny business.

Once the line of distinction is | ost between beer, distilled spirits, and wine it will be

only a matter of time before producers of al cohol beverages attenpt to masquerade as beer

i npacting state and federal policies regarding the regulation and taxation of beer and other

al cohol beverages. 00000000000O0000O000O000DOO0OCOO0O00CODOO0OOODOOO0O0OODOO0OODOOOOOODOO0OODOOOO

Pl ease maintain the integrity of beer and the brew ng process. Jennings Distributing
encourages the TTB to give final approval to the proposed 0.5% st andard.

Si ncerely,

Don Roy

CGereral Manager

Jenni ngs Distributing

111 Bruen Ave P. O Box 4400 Brenerton WA, 98312 (360) 377-8595 fax (360)479-4853



