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Cct ober 21, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division

Tax and Trade Bureau

PO Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20031-0221

RE: TTB Notice #4

To Whom It May Concern:

As the representative of those seeking to revive the Mbehn Brewi ng Conpany, let nme state
that we support the proposed standard of composition for Flavored Malt Beverages
("FMB's"), as set forth by the Tax and Trade Bureau ("TTB") in TTB Notice No. 4 of March
2003. This proposal is essential to the beer industry as it clearly delineates the

di fference between beer and ot her al cohol beverages, requiring that the al cohol content
in FMB's derived fromdistilled al cohol not exceed 0.5%in order to be classified as
"beer." O0000000000OC0OO0O0OO0CODOOOOCOOOOOOODOO0OODOOOOOODOOOODOOOOOOO0OOODOO0OODOOOOOODOOOE
Conti nued success of the small brew ng industry requires maintenance of the highest
standards for all industry menbers claimng to produce beer or other malt beverages. CQur
company regards this proposed rule as a critical step towards consistent classification
of al coholic beverages. An orderly marketplace and consistency of [aws and regul ati ons
est abl i shi ng al cohol beverage categories are primary concerns of the brew ng industry.
00000000O0000000000OO00do0D0dooDO00o0DO0do0DO000oObD00o0DO00d0OO0gooDOogooo0ogooDogc
Federal |eadership in this area is critical as state definitions of "beer," "malt
beverage," and "spirits" are generally consistent with the definitions found in federa

| aws and regul ations. Thus, the proposed rule will likely be followed at the state

| evel, helping to maintain clear and distinct definitions that wi |l guarantee consistent
tax, licensing, and distribution policies for each category. O00000000000O0000OOOOOO
Furthernore, any alternative to the TTB proposal may trigger disruptive state

| egislative and regul atory actions. These measures could have significant ramfications
for the nore than 1,400 snmall breweries and for thousands of al cohol beverage |icensees,
nost of which are also small businesses. OOOOOOOOO0000000000000000000O00O0OOOOOODDOOOOOOL
It may be true that "malternatives" are a cyclical aberration which will be erased

rel ati vely soon by market forces, however we cannot survive the backlash from

anti-al cohol forces, their sycophants and those unable to renmenber the failure of "The
Great Experinment."” The real questions are whether respect for the law is nocked by

those seeking to exploit |oopholes and if the damage to the reputation of nmalt beverages
is to be allowed to continue. This is obviously a gray area that needs defining. 00O

We reaffirmour conpany's support for the proposed "0.5% standard"” for FMBs. Its

consi stency with historical interpretations of federal regulations will help maintain
and orderly marketplace and the integrity of the beer category. O00000000000O0000OOO0OOONO
Si ncerely,

Eri c Sorensen
Br ewnast er/ Manager
The New Brewery/ Myehn Brew ng Conpany



