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To Whom It May Concern:

BUQUET DI STRIBUTI NG CO., INC. supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the
Tax and Trade Bureau ClITB) that outlines the al cohol and content requirenents in
order for Flavored Malt fleverages to be considered beer. In particular, the TTB
proposed that for such a beverage to be considered beer, the distilled al coho

| evel cannot be inrore than 0.5%

Beer has been around for several thousand years and has not been taxed the sane as
ot her al coholic beverages during the brief span of our country’s history. The
proposed ruling stated in the first paragraph is consistent with the historica
interpretation of what constitutes the beverage we call beer. The 0.5% al cohol by
vol ume content of beer was established by Congress when beer excise taxes were first
i nposed in the early 1800s.

Wth the profusion of new al coholic beverages now coming onto the market, consistent
federal regulatory policy is inmportant to provide our various states with viable

gui delines. This new ruling will help avoid disruptions in the marketplace and
confusion with state licensing and taxation policies.

It is inportant that the al cohol |evel distinctions between beer and beverages of
hi gher distilled al cohol content be maintai ned. These distinctions inpact federa
and state regul ati ons on how beer and other alcoholic beverages are taxed. If The
traditional regulatory distinctions between beer and other al coholic beverages are
not mai ntai ned, other producers of alcoholic beverages will soon attenpt to have al
manner of beverages classified as beer or beer products.

Beer is a product that is nmade through the brewing process. It is not a product
that has been made through the distillation process and it is not a fortified w ne.
The 0.5% al cohol by vol une content standard for beer will help insure that the
integrity of beer will remain intact.

BUQUET DI STRI BUTI NG CO., INC. supports the proposed 0.5% al cohol standard for

Fl avored Malt Beverages and encourages the TTB to give its approval to this
st andard.
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