0040525
TRI ANGLE DI STRI BUTI NG COMPANY, | NC.
Green Bay, W 54324-0375

August 8, 2003

Chi ef of Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau

RE: TTB Notice No. 4

P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Thank you in advance for taking tinme to reviewny letter on this very urgent matter. The subject is the "0.5% by vol unme standard" proposed (by the Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)) in March of
2003. This urgent nmatter relates to the content requirenments for flavored malt beverages (FMB) and their classification as beer. O0000000000000000000CDO000000000O00DO0OO0O00O0O0O0O0DOO0O0O000OD0O0O0OO0OODOOOO0OO0OOOOOODOO0OOOOO

You are well aware and have recognized that beer is not distilled spirits or fortified wine nor is it nade through the distillation process. Further you have declared beer is nade through the brew ng process.

The "0.5% by vol ume standard" would insure the integrity of the beer process, pronpte consistency of State and Federal regul ations, avoid disruptions in state |licensing, taxation and distribution policies, and,
prevent equating beer and distilled spirits with higher alcohol content products. O0000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0000000000000000000000000000D0O00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O000000O0OO

If the traditional distinction of the flavored malt beverage is allowed to disappear, it will only be a matter of time, and, producers of al cohol beverages will be attenpting to categorize thensel ves as beer
products, This would be devastating to our industry. O000000000000000000000000000000000D0000000000000000000000000000000000000O00000000000DOD0O00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000C0

Therefore, Triangle Distributing Co. Inc. encourages the TTB to give final approval to the proposed "0.5 % by vol une standard" on FMB.

Respectful ly,



Joe Beltrand, Operations Manager



