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KI NG OF BEER

A-B DI STRI BUTI NG COMPANY

Cct ober 13, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ati ons, Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam
\Y

1 ? supp~itthe plopQs~d nile~i ~sued in M-rch 2003 by th~ T@ndirrade~Bureau(, ~1i 7B)
thai ~ st Af~s~ that for~-n~FMa to i ~e~ classified ~a~s~b~e' &, |i’'s al cohol contell!from-distilled ~
/

~ thaii other ~Icohol

Beei ~i s a~ungu~prp~iuc t1~t ~s~een r~gii lat & O~axei

b’ ev&r ages. t4ho~ our nation's | ~6L~ The~~B ~pi ~oposed ~100onsist6ntWtli~The ~

hi storid~al in erpretationi ~of whaf consti Mes beer and other ndli beverage~. Adoption of ~
04,

the TTB “0.5 b~ voThne standardiwoiild en~ure the integrity of beer and the brew ng
process.

This proposed rule would hel p maintain an orderly marketplace and avoid costly and
confusing disruptions in state licensing, taxation and distribution policies. Equating beer
to beverages that derive a majority of their alcohol content fromdistilled spirits could
weaken the inportant distinctions between beer and products w th higher al cohol content.
These distinctions inpact state and federal policies regarding the regulation and taxation



of beer and other al cohol beverages.

Beer is not distilled spirits. Beer is not fortified wine. Beer is not a product that has been
made through the distillation process. Beer is made through the brew ng process. The

0.5% standard will ensure that the integrity of beer renains.

Si ncerely,

Carl Jensc e

3639 S. Jackson Street . San Angel o, TX 76904 (915) 944-2241 Fax: (915) 944-7180



