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STATE CAPI TOL, RM 527

2300 N. LI NCOLN BLVD
OKLAHOVA CITY, OK 73105-4808
DI STRI CT 51

TULSA COUNTY

918- 743- 4056
405-524- 0126
Fax 405-521-5582

CHARLES R FCORD

Cct ober 2, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
Affn: OTTB Notice No. 4

P. 0. Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091 -0221

Dear Sir:

Pl ease accept my support of the proposed rule recently issued by the Tax and Trade Bureau
regardi ng al cohol content in Flavored Malt Beverages (“FMB's”). This rule, as cited in TTB
Notice No. 4 dated March 2003, requires that no nore than 0.5% of the al cohol content of
FMB's be derived fromdistilled alcohol in order to be classified as “beer.”

The “0.5% standard” for FMB's is consistent with historical interpretation by Federal
regul atory authorities of what constitutes beer and other malt beverages, which take into
consi deration anci ent brew ng processes for beer.

The rule is important to our state because it gives guidance on classification of alcoho
products. We have independent regul atory power of al cohol and foll ow Federal policy in
decisions related to taxation, licensing and distribution of these products.

Mor eover, equating beer and beverages deriving a majority of their alcohol content from
distilled spirits could weaken the inportant distinctions between beer and products wth

hi gher al cohol content. These distinctions inpact state policies regarding the regulation and
taxation of beer and other al cohol beverages.

I encourage the TTB to grant final approval to the proposed “0.5% standard” for FMB s.
Si ncerely,

Charles R Ford
State Senator, District 51
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