<< 0041822 >>
Sept enber 5, 2003

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D. C. 20091-0221

Attention: OTTB Notice No. 4
Dear Sir or Madam

Standard Distributors, Inc. supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 whi ch

ouflines the content requirenments for flavored nalt beverages if they intend to be
classified as beer. W support the proposal that al cohol content fromdistilled al cohol not
exceed 0.5%

This proposed rule is consistent with the historic treatment, regul ation and taxation of
beer. The rule as proposed reinforces the traditional and very inportant distinction
bet ween beer and products w th hi gher al cohol content.

Consi stent regulatory policy is inportant because it sets inportant distinctions for all fifty
states to follow and hel ps maintain an orderly narketplace. Unclear standards or nultiple
standards cause costly and confusing issues to arise in state |icensing, taxation and
distribution policies. As a beer wholesaler | believe that any policy other than the one
proposed by the Bureau woul d be harnful to beer wholesalers and to the entire al cohol

i ndustry.

Standard Distributors, Inc. urges the TTB to give final approval to the proposed 0.5%
standard for flavored malt beverages.

Very truly yours,

Tom D. Efird, President
Standard Distributors, Inc.
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