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FEDERAL BASI C PERM T P-5053 MASSACHUSETTS LI CENSE W74
MERRI MACK VALLEY

DI STRI BUTI NG CO., INC

"THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUI LT"
VWol esal e Li quor

and Malt Beverages

FI FTY PRI NCE STREET
DANVERS, MASSACHUSETTS 01923
TELEPHONE: 0(978) 777-2213
FAX.: (978) 774-7487

Sept enmber 8, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngt on, DC 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam

Merrimack Valley Distributing Conpany supports the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by

the Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) that outlines the al cohol content requirenents in order

for JO0OOOO0O0OO0O000DOO0O0ODO000DO0000DO000DO0000D0000DOO0000D0000DO0000D0000DOOOoC
flavored malt beverages (FMB) to be classified as beer.

Beer is a unique product that has been regul ated and taxed differently than other al cohol

bever ages throughout our nation’s history. The TTB proposed rule is consistent with the

historical interpretation of what constitutes beer and other malt beverages. Adoption of

the TTBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOCOOOOOOODOOOOOOOOOODO0OOOOOOO0ODOO0O0ODOO000ODOOOODOOOOC
“0.5 by volune standard” would ensure the integrity of beer and the brew ng process.

Consi stent regulatory policy is inportant because while states enjoy regul atory power

over 10O00000DO0O0OOO0OO0ODOO0OODOOOOOODOO0OODOOOOODOO00ODOO0OCOOO0000DOO00DOOOO0ODOOObO
al cohol, nmost follow federal regulatory guidelines. This proposed rule would hel p

mai ntai n anO00000000000000000000000000000000000DO00000000000O000000000000000DO0O0000OC
orderly marketplace and avoid costly and confusing disruptions in state |icensing,

taxati on and00000000000000000DOOO0OC0OO0O00CODOOO0O0OOO0O00CODOO0O0O00OO0O000OO00O00ODO0O0O00DOOOOOOC
di stribution policies, any of which woul d deal a severe blow to beer whol esal ers

Beer is not distilled spirits. Beer is not fortified wine. Beer is not a product that has

been nade00000000000000000OO0000OO0O0OOODOOOOODOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOOOODOOOODOOOOOOOO
through the distillationiprocess. Beer is nade through the brew ng process. The 0.5%

standar dO00O000000000C00OO0000DOO00OC0OO0O0O00ODOO0O0OC0OO0O0O00DO000O0OO0000D0O0000O0O0000D0O000ODOOO
will ensure that the integrity of beer remains.

Once again, Merrimack Valley Distributing Conmpany encourages the TTB to give fina

approval 000000000000DO00O0OOOO0COOO00CDOOO0000O0O000DOO0000D0O0000O00000DO0000DOO0O000O0O4C
to the proposed 0.5% standard on FMBs.

Si ncerely,

John Scul l'y
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