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Eagl e DI STRI BUTI NG OF SHREVEPCRT, | ncor porated



Sept ember 11, 2003

Attn: OTTB Notice No. 4

Chi ef, Regul ations and Procedures Division
Al cohol and Tobacco Tax & Trade Bureau
P. O Box 502210

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir or Madam O

| amwiting this letter in support of the proposed rule issued in March 2003 by the TTB
that outlines the al cohol content requirements for FMB's (flavored nalt beverages) to



classify as beer.

The interpretation of what constitutes beer and other malt beverages and the TTB-
proposed rule are consistent. As you are aware, beer is regulated and taxed differently
than ot her al cohol beverages. The integrity of beer and the brewi ng process will be
ensured with the adoption of the TTB "0.5 by vol une standard".

The inportance of consistent regulatory policy nust be maintai ned because while statesO

enjoy regul atory power, nost follow federal regul atory guidelines. The proposed TTB

rule will help maintain an orderly marketplace, avoid costly and confusing disruptions in

state licensing, and taxation and distribution policies.

Support of this TTB proposal will maintain the vital differentiation between beer and ot her al cohol beverages. Beer is a product that is nade fromthe distilling process and therefore unique from other al cohol beverages.
| support the TTB proposal and enlist your support to give final approval to the proposed 0.5% by vol unme standard.

Si ncerely,



Ellen Ballard
Conmmunity Rel ations

900 West 62nd Street P.O Box 8605 Shreveport, LA 71148 (318) 868-2708 FAX (318) 865-3139



