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M ke Maddox
4401 San Mateo Bl vd NE
Al buquer que, NM 87109- 2058

RE: OTTB NOTI CE NUMBER FOUR
May 14, 2003

Chi ef

Regul ati ons and Procedures Division

Al cohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
P. O Box 50221

Washi ngton, D.C. 20091-0221

Dear Sir/ Madam

Smal | retail markets and busi nesses have been sl ammed over the past couple of years. Wth the

| oss of many of our customers, due to job layoffs and a sl ow econony in general, we have had to
weat her a stormthat is not yet over. That is why rules, such as those outlined in Notice Nunmber
4, hit so hard and shoul d be opposed.

As a retailer who relies on sales of flavored malt beverages, | amupset that the TTB would
attenpt to reclassify these drinks and squeeze nore taxes out of them Not only does this policy
harm everyday consuners, but it also harns retail stores like mne where these products will no

Il onger be able to be sold. This is all assumng that the flavored malt beverage industry even
finds it profitable to nake such products after the new taxes are sl apped on.

I would respectfully ask that you defeat the rules in Notice Nunber 4. Pl ease ensure that
consuners are not priced out of buying flavored nalt beverages or denied the ability to buy them
at a local retail store. The harmto ny business as well as the harmto consuners woul d be

extrenely unfair given the little justification that has been given for changing the rules. Thank
you very nmuch.

Sincerely Yours,

M ke Maddox

Mont gonery Chevron



